
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

Section 74
1.  Original Charter section approved by voters April 7, 1931

Section 74: Appropriation Required for City Debt 

An appropriation on account of the debt of the municipality, at least equal to the amount 
or amounts, estimated by the Manager to be required for the purpose, shall be included 
in each Annual Appropriation Ordinance passed by the Council. If for any reason the 
Council fail to include such an appropriation in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance or 
shall appropriate for the debt of the municipality less than estimated by the Manager to 
be required for that purpose, or less than that actually required for that purpose, the 
Auditor and Comptroller shall nevertheless cause to be set up, an appropriation account 
for the full amount so estimated or actually required and shall, notwithstanding any other 
appropriation made by the Council, transfer to such account out of any moneys of the 
municipality derived from taxes and paid into the Treasury, such amount or amounts as 
may be necessary to bring the appropriation for the City debt up to the full amount of the 
Manager’s estimate or the sum actually required.
 
Any taxpayer of the City or owner of any bond thereof may bring suit against the Auditor 
and Comptroller in the Superior Court to enforce the provisions of this section and if, 
upon such suit, it be found that the Council has failed to make an appropriation for the 
full amount estimated by the Manager and actually required for the City debt and that 
the Auditor and Comptroller has failed to set up the appropriation account and provide 
for transfers thereto as required by this section, the court shall order the establishment 
of such appropriation account and the necessary transfers thereto as hereinbefore 
provided. And such action by the court shall have the same force and effect in regard to 
appropriations for the City debt as though taken by the Council in the Annual 
Appropriation Ordinance. 

(Effective 07-08-2008, the authority, power, and responsibilities conferred upon the 
Auditor and Comptroller by this Charter were transferred to the Chief Financial Officer. 
See section 39.)

2.  Amendment voted 06-07-2016; effective 07-18-2016
 
See current Charter.  


